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NOSM Tracking Study

• Tracking study of the students and graduates of the 
Northern Ontario School of Medicine (NOSM)

• A once-in-a-life-time opportunity to conduct a long-
term tracking study from Day 1.

• A program of research.

• Monitoring NOSM performance.

• Test the hypothesis that rural medical training more 
likely to lead to rural practice.

• A multi-year, multi-method research project.



Sequencing of Surveys of the Tracking Study of NOSM Students and Graduates 1, 2, 3

1 E= Entry Survey, M= Midway Survey, X= Exit Survey; F1, F2 = 1st and 2nd Follow-Up Surveys, respectively.
2 Modelled for a 4-year undergraduate medical education program (shaded) and a 2-year family medicine residency program 

(thick border).

Surveys can be added to accommodate longer specialty residencies. 
3 Surveys in italics have been completed.



Work with the World Health Organization

• WHO Expert Group on Increasing Access to Health 
Workers in Remote and Rural Areas through Improved 
Retention.

• This is not strictly research, but the work is research-
informed and evidence-based.

• The outcome is a document titled Increasing Access to 
Health Workers in Remote and Rural Areas through 
Improved Retention – Global Policy Recommendations.





Study on Physician Retirement

• Physician workforce is aging, causing concerns about an 
impending physician retirement “tsunami.”

• But not much is known about physician retirement.

• Study commissioned by the Canadian Institute for 
Health Information.

• The study seeks to:
 Use data from different sources to study the issue of 

physician retirement;

 Does not assume that retirement intentions and behaviors are 
the same;

 Uses a new perspective to examine the issue of physician 
retirement.





Increasing Access to Health Workers in Remote and Rural 
Areas through Improved Retention
http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9789241564014_eng.pdf

Putting Away the Stethoscope for Good?
http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/products/HHR%20Physician%20Report_En_Web.pdf

http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2010/9789241564014_eng.pdf
http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/products/HHR Physician Report_En_Web.pdf

